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It is the policy of the District Board of Trustees that students with poor academic records may request academic amnesty for one full semester of college work. 
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The academic amnesty will apply only to FGC coursework. Coursework approved for academic amnesty will be excluded from grade point average (GPA) calculations and in determining graduation eligibility. Students who wish to apply for academic amnesty should first discuss the process with an academic advisor to ensure guidelines are met and secure approval.

In accordance with Policy 6Hx12:09-37, students should follow the guidelines set forth in this procedure to apply for academic amnesty at Florida Gateway College (FGC). Academic amnesty excludes the grades from the cumulative GPA calculation and in determining graduation status.
The following process will apply:

1. In order to be eligible for academic amnesty, a student must not have attended FGC in the past five preceding academic years.

2. A student must petition for academic amnesty prior to re-enrolling at FGC or within the first semester of re-enrolling at FGC.

3. Academic amnesty may only be applied to a term in which no grade of “C” or higher was awarded.
4. Academic amnesty may be for only one term of FGC coursework.

5. Students may not request specific courses to be removed; it must be all courses for the term noted in the petition. 
6. Academic amnesty is not available to students who have been awarded a FGC degree or certificate.  Upon recommendation of the appropriate academic Vice President, an exception may be made to this condition if the courses taken in the term for which amnesty is being requested were not applicable to the degree or certificate awarded. This recommendation must be specifically requested on a separate document, signed by the appropriate academic Vice President, and included with the academic amnesty petition packet.  
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7. The student must submit a completed academic amnesty petition packet (the “Packet”) to the Office of the Registrar, Chair of the Campus Appeals Board (“CAB”). The student will not attend the CAB meeting. All information to be considered by the CAB must be included in the Packet when submitted. The Packet must include the following items. Incomplete packets will not be accepted.
a. A completed Petition for Academic Amnesty (“Petition”). The petition must specify the term for which academic amnesty is being requested and must be signed by all required parties. The petition must specifically indicate if the student has received a degree or certificate and is requesting an exception, as noted in paragraph 6 above.

b. A separate recommendation, signed by the appropriate academic Vice President, if an exception is being requested, due to a previously awarded degree or certificate. 

c. A detailed written statement that includes all information to be considered by the CAB. The statement must include: 

i. The reason for the petition.

ii. Evidence that proves that satisfactory performance can be expected, including actions the student plans to take to ensure satisfactory academic success, 

iii. All other information the student wants to be considered by the CAB when reviewing the Packet.
d. A written academic plan approved by the appropriate academic advisor and student. The academic plan must include:
i. The designated term of the student’s academic history to be excluded.
ii. Approved courses in which the student will enroll during the completion of the degree; 
iii. The term in which the degree should be completed;
iv. Evidence that proves that satisfactory performance can be expected;

v. An unofficial transcript; 

vi. A degree evaluation; and

vii. Any additional requirements mandated by the college (i.e., academic advising or mentoring, required tutoring or academic support services, etc.)
8. The CAB evaluates every student’s petition, based on the information submitted as part of the Packet, and approves only those they deem can satisfy the requirements and show potential for success. Applying for academic amnesty does not ensure a petition will be approved.

9. The student will be notified in writing of the final decision of the CAB.

10. When academic amnesty is granted, all credits and grades completed for the term indicated on the petition will remain on the student’s permanent record (transcript), but will not be considered in any GPA computations by FGC. 

11. The credits and grades excluded due to academic amnesty will not count toward admission into any FGC limited access program, course of study requirements, or graduation from a degree or certificate program.

12. When academic amnesty is granted, the following statement will be added to the student’s transcript: “Academic Amnesty Implemented XXXXXX and Applied to Term XXXXXX.”

13. Academic amnesty is granted only once for a FGC student.
14. Academic amnesty is non-reversible. Once granted, academic amnesty shall not be rescinded.
15. Academic amnesty has no effect on the student’s financial aid award history.

16. Academic amnesty has no effect on the federal and state student financial aid standards or academic progress. Financial aid recipients who have been placed on academic probation, academic suspension, academic suspension waiver, or who have exceeded the maximum number of attempted credits should contact the FGC financial aid office for any applicable financial aid appeal procedures. 

17. Academic amnesty has no effect on the calculation of course attempts related to the multiple course attempts surcharge.
18. Students planning to transfer to another college or university are cautioned that academic

amnesty applies only at FGC. 

19. FGC does not recognize amnesty or similar policies from other institutions; therefore, courses and grades excluded at other institutions via that institution’s amnesty or similar policy will not be excluded at FGC. 
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20. FGC reserves the right to discontinue the academic amnesty process or make exceptions under special circumstances. 
Students planning to transfer to another college or university are cautioned that the receiving institution may use all grades attempted when computing a GPA for admissions eligibility or for other purposes. Academic amnesty has no effect on the student’s financial aid award history. Academic amnesty has no effect on the calculation of course attempts related to the multiple course attempts surcharge.
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